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CONGRATULATIONS to IOWA HISTORY Teacher of the YEAR
Kelly Steffen!
DES MOINES -- A teacher from the Vinton-Shellsburg Community School District has been named
Iowa’s History Teacher of the Year. 
 
Kelly Steffen is a 19-year teaching veteran at the Vinton-Shellsburg district, spending the last 18 years
teaching American history at Vinton-Shellsburg High School. Steffen ensures student engagement by
focusing on the relevance presented in historical context.
 
How do you engage your students and make history come alive in your classroom? Why is engaging
students important? 
Finding relevance is one way I work to engage students. Another is to utilize primary sources, so that
students can draw their own conclusions. I hope that my passion is what they feel when we approach
topics in class. I have an administration that allows �eld trips locally and nationally. I promote
opportunities that allow students to interact with the public, like hosting a Cold War Museum and
inviting community members and administration to observe student work. Engaging students is
necessary in order to help build a community of contributing members of society. 
 
To read in its entirety: https://www.educateiowa.gov/article/2019/10/17/iowa-s-history-teacher-year-
named
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Do you want to give your students a hook that sends them into the depths of researching stories of
historical signi�cance? Connecting to primary sources that have historical importance in the state of
Iowa are key for encouraging students' critical thinking skills and developing a deep respect and
healthy interest in their state history.

Christmas Cards and German Money
The card above was made in France of embroidered white fabric within a cardstock base. The front
shows a village in winter and "Merry Xmas" above a six-pointed star composed of the French, British,
and U. S. �ags. The back reads "The paper said the 88th Div. was due to sail some time in Dec. & I'm
ready to sail tomorrow'' and "This is a 20F piece of German Money that I traded from an Allied prisoner
who was going thru Lucey." Enclosed within the card is a piece of German paper currency, a 20 pfennig
note. This card was originally owned by the donor's father, John H. Evely, who served in the U. S. Army
during World War I. The piece of currency was found inside the postcard. It was the currency used in
German prisoner-of-war camps and was only good for use there. 
 
This object may be used for lessons in: 
 
SS.3.28 Explain the cultural contributions that different groups have made on Iowa. What cultural
references are found in the image on this card? 
 
SS.4.25 Analyze the impact of technological changes in Iowa, across time and place. How has
technology changed printing; how has it impacted how we communicate?  
 
SS-US.9-12.22 Evaluate the impact of inventions and technological innovations on the American
society and culture.
 
For more on this: https://iowamuseums.pastperfectonline.com/webobject/C6A8A6A7-EDE3-43DA-
84CB-382247955504

Native Americans in Iowa
The Meskwaki tribe has always lived in the midwestern region, but not always Iowa. Before they were
moved into Iowa, they used to live in the Wisconsin, Illinois, and Michigan areas. The Sauk and
Meskwaki tribes allied with each other in 1735 to fend off European settlers, but failed. Eventually the
Sauk and Meskwaki tribes moved into Iowa. In 1845, due to US westward expansion and land
concessions, the Sauk and Meskwaki tribes quickly lost all of their land. The Meskwaki were soon
pushed into Kansas, all but the few that decided to stay and hide in Iowa. Eventually in 1857, the
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Meskwaki tribe would formally buy 80 acres of land in Tama County. Today, the Meskwaki own more
than 8,100 acres of land in Iowa. The Sauk and Meskwaki are also the only Native American tribe in
Iowa that are recognized by the federal government. (Meskwaki.org)
 
For more on this: https://iowamuseums.pastperfectonline.com/webobject/0DA56683-78D7-4823-
8FDD-788582229958

Strategies to bring History to LIFE!
1. Partner with Local Museums For Field Trips and Class Visits. Reach out to museums and archives
in your area to develop a �eld trip experience for your students. There is something special about
watching a student read a letter written 200 years ago or hold a musket �red during the American
Revolution. Students cannot help but feel a sense of wonder and exploration.
 
Ask about classroom visits if a �eld trip is not possible. Archival material typically does not travel, but
high-quality reproductions and facsimiles make a good substitute. Some archives allow teachers to
check out traveling trunks �lled with archival reproductions and activities. GHS recently served over
1,000 students with in-school presentations featuring World War II-era advertisements reproduced
and displayed with traveling poster stands.
 
**Many museums and archives will bring authentic artifacts to classrooms, or if that is not possible,
high-quality reproductions. Some offer traveling educational trunks. Images of primary sources are
available at: https://teachingiowahistory.com/educator-resources/museum-virtual-collections
 
2. Develop Exploration Stations with Digital Archives. Have students rotate through several
exploration stations interacting with archival material and answering guided questions. You can
replicate this experience in the classroom by taking advantage of digital archives. THINK PRIMARY
SOURCES!
 
3. Teach Research Skills. From effectively using keywords and subject headings to identifying
credible sources to taking meaningful notes, effective archival research and historical writing skills will
bene�t students far beyond your classroom. Instead of setting aside instructional time just for
research skills, try using research skills to teach the curriculum.
 
4. Assign Research Projects. There is no better way for students to learn about the past and gain
skills for the future than by doing independent research. Students engaged in historical research are
required to research, read, think and write—the essential goal of all humanities education.
 
Students will bene�t from completing historical research even if the �nal product is something as
simple as a one-page analysis of a primary source or a poster for the classroom walls.
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To read in its entirety:https://www.gettingsmart.com/2016/06/4-strategies-to-bring-history-to-life-for-
students/

How do I teach with Primary Sources?
https://teachingiowahistory.com/educator-resources/teaching-primary-sources

Iowa CORE Parent Guide for ALL Grade Levels!
Now available in English and Spanish - these grade level guides will help parents understand what their
child will learn by the end of each grade level. Consider sending home information so your parents
know how they can complement your History instruction!
 
Example for �rst grade in Social Studies:
 
In �rst grade, students will explore the culture of their own communities by examining leadership in
their community, the role goods and services play in a community, and the history of diverse cultures
over time.
 
Examples of Your Child’s Work at School:
• Compare rules or laws within different communities.

Compare and contrast life in Iowa communities today to life in the past.
Describe how environmental characteristics impact different regions of the U.S.
Identify students’ cultural practices and those of others within the
community and around the world.
Make connections to the concept of goods and services and the role of �nancial institutions in
order to save and invest.
Discuss and take action to address local problems.
 
How to Help Your Child at Home:
• Read with your child every day. Seek out social studies-related books, both �ction and non-
�ction. Check your local library or the National Council for the Social Studies Notable Trade Book
List at http://www.socialstudies.org/ notable for suggestions of books to read.
• Visit local museums and cultural institutions and compare life today to life in the past.
• Discuss how rules at home might be different from rules at school or in the community and why.
• Discuss what goods and services the family chooses to purchase along with the role of �nancial
institutions in planning for saving or investing.
• Identify a local problem and brainstorm how your child could take action to solve the problem.
• Discuss family history and how the cultural practices of the family might be the same or
different from others in the community and other communities around the world.
• Attend local community celebrations and talk about the cultural practices that make that
community unique.
• Notice and talk about where the produce you eat comes from.

https://teachingiowahistory.com/educator-resources/teaching-primary-sources
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Reading
Grades K-5
 
By reading texts in history/social studies, science, and other disciplines, students build a
foundation of knowledge in these �elds that will also give them the background to be better
readers in all content areas. Students can only gain this foundation when the curriculum is
intentionally and coherently structured to develop rich content knowledge within and across grades.
Students also acquire the habits of reading independently and closely, which are essential to their
future success.
 
Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite
speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key
supporting details and ideas.

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a
text.
 

Craft and Structure
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative,
and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape meaning or tone.
5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of
the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and
quantitatively, as well as in words.
8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the
reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to
compare the approaches the authors take.
 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently.
 
to read in its entirety - see below
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Educator Feedback Please!
We hope that you �nd the Teaching Iowa History website useful for your lesson planning and we
would love to have your feedback on any of the lessons that you've tested in your classrooms! So
please take a moment and visit our survey page so we can better serve you now and in the future!
Thank you so much!

uiowa.qualtrics.com

Valerie Shaw, Communications
Coordinator, IMA
Questions? Ideas? Want to showcase a history lesson you've taught?
Let us know!

programs@iowamuseums.org 319-239-2236

iowamuseums.org
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